
 

 

FALL AGM MINUTES 

November 30, 2021 

Agenda 

 

1. Call to Order and Determination of Quorum  

2. Approval of Agenda  

3. Approval of Minutes – October 27, 2020 Fall AGM 

4. President’s Report 

5. By-Laws amendments 

6. VP Report 

7. Treasurer’s Update 

8. Motion to Waive the Need for Public Accountants 

9.  Marketing Report 

10. Mixed League Report  

11. Ladies League Report  

12. Plus 55 Report 

13.  Juniors Report 

14.  Tournament Report 

15. Election of the 2022 Executive Board 

16. Set date for Spring Meeting - March 29, 2022 

17. Other Business 

18. Adjournment 

 

1. Call to Order and Determination of Quorum                                                                 

President Sonja Zibin called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m. She noted that we have quorum, 

with more than 10 clubs present in person or through their proxies in the room.  In addition to the 

club representatives, we have 16 individuals holding proxies for their clubs or other clubs.  Sonja 

read the names of the clubs and their proxyholders, being: 
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No. Tennis Club Proxyholder 

 

1. Angus Glen Anoja Dias 

2. Boulevard Club Peter Chakeris 

3. Bridlewood Yenny Musalem 

4. Curran Hall Park Dorin Tatulea 

5. Davisville Stuart Teather 

6. Dunlace Park Angela Kooij 

7. Halton Hills David Maples 

8. Leaside Anton Katz 

9. Mississauga Golf & CC Alison Bittle-Fair 

10. Nassagaweya  Sonja Zibin 

11. Sir Winston Churchill Anne Madden 

12. Thorncliffe Park Leon Drotenko 

13. Valley  Sandra Cimetta 

14. Veneto  Tertia Ferdinandusz 

15. Whitby Todd Orrett 

16. York Weston Christian Mendelovitis 

 

Sonja pointed out that we are recording the meeting in order to take minutes.  Each club has one 

vote unless individuals have a proxy for another club.  The meeting is being run in accordance 

with Roberts Rules of Order in order to ensure a proper process for voting on motions.   

 

2. Approval of Agenda  

 

The agenda was then displayed on the screen. 

 

Motion to approve the agenda. 

 

MOVED: Dorin Tatulea from Curran Hall Park TC 

SECOND: Marina Mihailovich from Wishing Well TC 

 

Sonja asked if anyone had anything to add to the agenda.  No one did. 

 

Motion carries 

 

3. Approval of Minutes – October 27, 2020 Fall AGM  

Sonja noted that the minutes had been circulated by email and were on the website. 

Motion to approve the minutes of the Fall 2020 AGM. 
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MOVED: Yenny Musalem from Bayview Village TC. 

SECOND: Angela Kooij from Don Mills TC 

Sonja invited corrections to or comments on the minutes.  There were none. 

Motion carries 

 

4. President’s Report 

Sonja thanked Tennis Canada (“TC”) for allowing us the use of the Players’ Lounge. She 

thanked her fellow board members as well as the club reps for being here and for their dedication 

to clubs, teams and players.  She noted many familiar faces as well as some new ones.  It is 

amazing to be in person after two long years.  She noted that there is uncertainty for the future. 

She invited all to enjoy being present in person and expressed hope for a full season next year. 

She thanked captains and players for their dedication.  Sonja visited a few clubs and noted the 

players’ excitement to compete again, travel to other clubs, etc.  

She thanked the teams that made it to the tournaments and those that could participate in the 

tournaments and the finals.  She pointed out 12 plaques on a ledge for pick-up by the winning 

teams. 

Finally, she took a moment to acknowledge her fellow Board members for navigating through 

tough times these past two years. She thanked each Board member for their support and 

dedication to the association with a lot of work. She thanked Anton Katz, outgoing Secretary and 

President from 2016 to 2018.  She will miss his dedication and expertise and his contributions to 

the growth of the ICTA.  

5. By-Laws amendments  

Vice President Stuart Teather took the floor and announced that he was presenting the changes to 

the by-laws. The by-laws review took place over three years in conjunction with Anton Katz, 

Sonja Zibin and Anoja Dias.  The suggested amendments are highlighted in the text below and 

represent a proposed change from August to October 1 for the nominating committee to be 

struck each year.  Stuart took a few moments to explain the rationale for the proposed changes, 

including recognition of the later date of the AGM. 

47. Nominations of Officers and Directors 

(a) By not later than [August] October 1 each year, there shall be 

a nominating committee consisting of 3 board members appointed 

by the Board.  The committee members will appoint a Chair. At the 

nominating committee’s discretion, the committee may include two 

Club Representatives in addition to the board members. The 

nominating committee shall meet as often as required or at the call 
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of any one of its members to consider persons for election to the 

Board of the Association. 

(b) The nominating committee shall cause notice to be given to all 

members advising that the members may nominate candidates for 

the ensuing year. The notice shall be given by August 31 in each 

year.  

(c) The Nominating Committee shall specifically nominate a slate 

of officers to fill all vacant Executive positions for the ensuing year 

and, where appropriate, may nominate more than one person for an 

office. 

Stuart then discussed changes to Section 47(d) of the by-laws, as highlighted 

below, and explained the rationale.  The wording is more semantics than anything 

else and works better for the Board as it is currently constituted. 

47. Nominations of Officers and Directors 

d) Nominees must be adult (18 years of age and over as at the date 

of the AGM), members of their respective member clubs who 

themselves shall be in good standing and have willingly accepted 

the nomination. Members of the current Executive as well as the 

nominating committee may be re-nominated for their existing or 

other offices. 

(d) Nominees must be adult (18 years of age and over as at the date 

of the AGM), nominated by a Club Representative of a Club in 

good standing and have willingly accepted the nomination. 

Members of the current Executive may be re-nominated for their 

existing or other offices. 

Stuart then noted proposed changes to Sections 47(e) and (f) of the by-laws, as 

outlined below, and he explained the rationale, so as to set out a fixed deadline, 

with the nominating committee ceasing its work on October 21 with further 

nominations only to come from the floor at the AGM. 

47. Nominations of Officers and Directors 

(e) Nominees must fill in a Nomination Form at least ten days 

prior to the AGM. No further nominations will be accepted after 

the deadline date. Returning officers need not fill in a Nomination 

Form. 
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(e) Nominees must fill in a Nomination Form by October 21 of the 

current year.  No further nominations will be accepted by the 

Nomination Committee after the deadline date. Officers returning 

to the same position need not fill in a Nomination Form. 

(f) Any other nominations of adult members, supported by one 

Club Representative (whose Club shall be in good standing), may 

be made at the AGM and, preferably, no later than ten (10) days 

prior to the AGM. 

(f) Any other nominations of adult members, supported by one 

Club Representative (whose Club shall be in good standing), may 

be made at the AGM. 

(g) The Secretary shall cause all nominations received to be posted 

to the Association website not later than twenty-one (21) days prior 

to the AGM. 

Stuart invited questions about the by-laws changes. There were none. 

Motion to approve the by-laws amendments. 

MOVED: Stuart Teather from Davisville TC 

SECOND: Val Swail from Newmarket TC 

Motion carries. 

 

6. VP Report 

Stuart then gave his report.  In his role, he is responsible for strategic partnerships between the 

ICTA and other organizations, the two largest being the Ontario Tennis Association (“OTA”) 

and TC. Agreements documenting such relationships were again signed this year.  The OTA is a 

big supporter of the ICTA’s, including with respect to the year-end tournament and TC makes its 

facilities available to us at no charge. Progress was made partnering with TC on more youth 

opportunities to play organized tennis through the ICTA and, where possible, on women in 

tennis.  TC is looking to enhance participation of girls and women in tennis and is in the process 

of setting out a framework for that.  

7. Treasurer’s Update  

Angela presented her report and pointed to the income statement and balance sheet displayed on 

the screen and handed out to the club reps in the room.  Net income for the fiscal year ended 

October 31, 2021 was $1,861 compared to a loss of $10,551 in fiscal 2020.  Revenues are made 

up of club fees and team fees as well as sponsors and the tournament. Angela otherwise reviewed 
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the various line items in the income statement and balance sheet. The fiscal year end was 

changed to October 31 from December 31.  She pointed out that this was a Covid year, with a 

late start to the season and no +55 league or junior league.  With respect to the balance sheet, we 

have $9,376 cash in the bank and, having regard to net income of $1,861, ending retained 

earnings of $9,556. 

 

8. Motion to Waive the Need for Public Accountants 

Stuart explained that under the Canada Not-for-profit Corporations Act, a motion is required to 

dispense with the appointment of a public accountant.  In the absence of this, a review or audit 

would be required. 

 

MOVED:  Angela Kooij from Dunlace Park TC  

SECOND: Nigel McLean from Don Mills TC 

Motion carries. 

 

9. Marketing Report  

Alison introduced herself. She found that the position comprises website, social media, 

sponsorship and recruitment.  On the website, we did some updating, added some ad blocks on 

home page. The focus is to add more pizzazz to the website for next year.  There are a number of 

ad blocks there. We may use them for selling or to highlight new member clubs or young tennis 

players.  All ideas are welcome. 

 

For social media we have our website, Facebook, Twitter and Instagram, with take-up of the 

latter two channels being greater.  We will also use Facebook and Google Ads.  We still need 

clubs to like, share and follow us on social media. 

 

Sponsorships are a vital part of the organization to offset our costs.  It is difficult to sell one 

when we don’t know if we’re having a season. We created a new rate card and retained two 

partners, being Merchant of Tennis and OTA. We secured a new sponsor, Yonex, and ran a great 

program with them.  Martingrove TC took advantage of it, with give-aways, free stringing, etc.  

We will do another program with them next year.  Any other sponsorship opportunities are 

welcome. 

 

Recruitment is our focus for next year as well. We want to get our numbers to pre-2019 levels.  

We have started our marketing for that. We have a multi-tiered approach and are hoping to boost 

our numbers. 
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Alison will work closely with the league directors to put together a communication and 

marketing program to get our numbers back up. Each of us is a recruiter and we should all spread 

the word and feel free to reach out to her.  

 

Paul from King City TC asked if there’s a list of which clubs are members and which are not. If 

we are to recruit clubs, we need the list. Sonja and Alison agreed, and David said we could post 

the list on the website.  

 

Alison introduced Mark, our CIO, and thanked him for his assistance with her role. 

                                                                                                         

10. Mixed League Report 

 

David said 2021 was a pretty good year.  We started early July with 79 teams in 11 divisions 

with 43 clubs represented.  We played a half season.  We introduced the open line format in A 

and B.  David thanked the division chairs and read out their names. We had the year-end 

tournament in September with 20 teams taking part. The finals were September 18. David 

thanked Yenny for her work as Tournament Director. David announced the finalists and winners.  

There was a great turnout and the weather co-operated. Next year hopefully we’ll include majors.   

 

For 2022 we want to get at least 90% of the 2019 and earlier team count. He is hoping for 16 

divisions from 11 and a full season, starting mid-May. Chris from York Weston TC said that the 

B league two or three years ago used players who were club pros or majors players. David said 

it’s a fair question, more properly addressed at the Spring Members’ Meeting. David said the 

issue would be addressed. David is hoping for 60 clubs and preferably high 60s. Nigel from Don 

Mills TC asked if there is any way of getting a ranking system.  There are people who are too 

weak or strong for a level.  We have a huge archive of wins and losses for players. The existing 

system puts too much weight on captains.  The rankings can stay with the player and could 

change based on their record.  David said we have had conversations with the UTR and we are 

still in talks.  Nigel said the framework need not be perfect. David said we will work on it. David 

acknowledged that almost all the complaints were regarding the B level. 
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11. Ladies League Report 

 

Anoja next addressed the meeting. She had 12 clubs participating, with 16 teams in total, divided 

into 3 divisions.  She thanked the ladies for coming out. 

 

John Mowat from Lawrence Park TC referred to Anoja’s proposal from two years ago to reduce 

the format to three ladies lines because there were too many defaults that season. John asked if 

she’s thinking of going with 3 pairs or 4 pairs for the Ladies League. Anoja said she wasn’t sure 

if she would be re-elected and when she brought it up most of the clubs voted for 4 (as opposed 

to 3) lines.  She spoke with clubs and division chairs, and she did what the majority wanted.  If 

it’s brought up again, we can reconsider it but for now she will run a 4-line fixture. 

 

12. Plus 55 Report 

 

Marina reminded us of Covid’s impact on the 2021 season. The season was cancelled because 

most participants are older and are more vulnerable and careful with respect to their health and 

well-being and guest policy was a big factor.  On the brighter side, we had new teams who 

wanted to participate. In the last few years, the number of clubs increased from 30-35 to 45-50.  

She organized an exhibition match between Unionville TC and Newmarket TC with much 

success. 

 

Marina expects more participants next year. We are doing our own PR through personal contacts. 

We all have contacts from over the years. She does not decide anything on her own. There are 

three divisional chairs. They worked on redesigning the divisions and did so as a group.  

 

Nigel from Don Mills TC said it would be helpful before the Spring Meeting where we envision 

the divisions because the perception is that there is a lot of travel. Marina said first we need to 

know who is participating.  

 

13. Juniors Report 

 

Todd presented. The juniors did not have a league this season or last because of Covid and the 

shortness of the season. Todd thanked the ICTA for letting the juniors use Centre Court for the 

entire day at the September 18 year-end tournament. Unionville TC and Newmarket TC 

participated.  

 

We hope for a regular season next year, with 3 divisions. We are hopeful to continue with Tennis 

Rocks after a 2-year hiatus. While the leagues did not go on, we still had some discussions with 

Tennis Toronto about working together to grow junior team tennis. Todd also spoke with the 

Scarborough Tennis Federation because their junior league is struggling somewhat. Another 

thing that came up through our partnership with TC and the OTA is that huge numbers of kids 

(upwards of 130) register for OTA tournaments.  TC and OTA can only accommodate 32 or 64 
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and so they came to us and asked what we could do to allow the juniors an opportunity to play. 

The younger ones would value playing in a team tennis environment. There’s was a draft 

proposal sent to the OTA after Sonja, Stuart and Todd said that the current season is too short.  

The proposal suggests some kind of league or series that could be put in place for July and 

August. It would be funnelled through TC and the OTA, and you would play as a team and 

standings would be kept and there would be a playoff or tournament at the end.  This will take 

place over the off-season and hopefully Todd will have more to share at the Spring Members’ 

Meeting. Todd doesn’t have division chairs but he gave kudos to Val Swail of Newmarket TC, 

who has made himself available for questions or issues. 

 

Sandra from Valley TC asked what the kids are doing in July and August. Todd said there are a 

lot of juniors who play on a regular basis but are only playing at clubs which run 12 months a 

year. Many summer clubs don’t have enough juniors who are really comfortable to play. This is 

where the series will be useful.  

 

14. Tournament Report 

 

Yenny gave her report. The tournament was held on September 18. Finalists and pictures are 

posted on the website. The day was successful despite less participation due to Covid. She 

thanked the various volunteers, without whom the day would not have been possible. She also 

thanked the participants and said she is looking forward to next season. 

 

15. Election of the 2022 Executive Board  

David Maples introduced himself as Chair of the nominating committee.  He thanked Todd and 

Alison for being on the committee.  He asked for two volunteers to distribute and collect ballots. 

Motion to accept Val of Newmarket TC and John Mowat of Lawrence Park TC as scrutineers 

Moved: Marina Mihailovich from Wishing Well TC 

Seconded: Nigel McLean from Don Mills TC 

Motion carries  

David next read the slate of the other 10 candidates, being all incumbents other than Anton Katz 

(not returning: Julie Yang in his place) and Anoja Dias (not on the slate but up for re-election).  

The slate is as follows: 

President:   Sonja Zibin 

Vice President:  Stuart Teather 

Secretary:   Julie Yang 

Treasurer:   Angela Kooij 

CIO:    Mark Foon 

Marketing:   Alison Bittle-Fair 

Tournament Director: Yenny Musalem 

Mixed League:  David Maples 
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+55 League:   Marina Mihailovich 

Juniors:   Todd Orrett 

 

David asked for nominations with the exception of Ladies League. 

Motion to approve the slate: 

Moved: Nigel from Don Mills TC 

Second: Paul from York Weston. 

Motion carries 

David indicated that Kelly Stobbe from Davisville TC would speak first, followed by Anoja. 

Kelly introduced herself.  She plays out of Davisville TC and Toronto Lawn TC and has played 

for over 25 years in Mixed and Ladies League as well.  She looks to grow the Ladies League 

again. She wants to encourage younger women to play in the league and we don’t want to lose 

too many people to Pickleball. 

Anoja spoke next. She is the incumbent and has served since 2019. She has played since 1984 in 

Ladies and Mixed League and now also Plus 55. She has volunteered for the ICTA for many 

years.  She has been a division chair under the Ladies League under Adwynna and then Deb. She 

has worked with the clubs and captains to ensure competitive and enjoyable play. She has 

accommodated club requests and has been open to suggestions and made changes where needed. 

She has used surveys. She has made decisions that are fair and equitable. She also changed the 

juniors age from 16 to 14 to bring in more juniors. She thanked her division chairs for their time 

and support, to the clubs that participated and the captains and the ladies that play. It has been a 

privilege these last three years. 

Tertia Ferdinandusz from Kleinberg-Nobleton asked Kelly why she’s running.  Kelly said we 

want to have the league and expand on it with a majors division and have more teams. It’s time 

to give back. She’s served on a number of Boards. Anoja said we do have a majors divisions but 

just not this past year. 

Sandra from Banbury TC said if the pandemic continues, and we get to a situation in the Spring 

where women are fearful what kinds of things will you do to encourage teams to get back out 

there? Anoja said she can’t make people come out and play. Kelly said perhaps we can have an 

exhibition. Maybe we need surveys to see who can play in the Spring and maybe there can be an 

exhibition.  

Anne Madden from Parkway Valley suggested that the C division is a market we can go after. 

Anoja said perhaps we would not play only on Wednesdays and perhaps C could play on 

Tuesdays. 

David thanked both for their presentations. 
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David next announced that there would be a vote, with only club representatives and 

proxyholders permitted to vote. Each person would be entitled to cast one vote only.   

Polling was done by ballot.  Ballots were collected and counted by the scrutineers and then 

counted.  The scrutineers informed David of the result and he announced that the winner was 

Kelly Stobbe. 

Sonja thanked Anoja for her service as Ladies League director and as a board member. 

 

16. Set date for Spring Members’ Meeting – March 29, 2022 

March 29, 2022, was set as the date for the Spring Members’ Meeting. 

17. Other Business  

Chris from York Weston TC came across an article in a medical journal on sports and longevity.  

The article mentioned that tennis extends one’s life the most of all sports, with a boost of 9.7 

years on average. 

18. Adjournment                        

Moved:  Sonja Zibin 

SECOND: Melissa Unidad from Hillcrest TC  

Motion carries 

Meeting concluded at 8:36 pm 
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   Appendix A 

ICTA AGM Attendee List - Nov 30, 2021 

 Name    Position   Club 
1 Anoja Dias   ICTA Executive       
                  Proxy    Angus Glen TC 
2 Yenny Musalem   Club Rep/ICTA Exec.  Bayview Village TC 
     Proxy    Bridlewood TC 
3 Peter Chackeris   Proxy    Boulevard Club   
4 Michael Groves    Club Rep   Brampton TC 
5 Anastasia Karpacheva   Club Rep   Credit Valley TC  
6 Stuart Teather   ICTA Executive    

Proxy     Davisville TC    
7 Sonja Zibin   ICTA Executive 
     Proxy    Nassagaweya TC 
8 Kelly Stobbe   Candidate for LLD       
9 Angela Kooij   ICTA Executive 

Proxy    Dunlace Park TC  
10 Nigel McLean    Club Rep   Don Mills TC   
11 Mark Zdaniuk   Club Rep   East York TC    
12 Boris Fucic   Club Rep   Edenbridge TC  
13 Dorin Tatulea   Club Rep   German Mills 
     Proxy    Curran Hall Park TC 
14 Mohammad Abid   Club Rep   Gwendolen Park TC    
15 Elena Osina   Club Rep   Henry Farm TC    
16 Melissa Unidad   Club Rep   Hillcrest TC  
17 Paul Ward   Club Rep                King City TC   
18 Daniel Colucci    Club Rep   Kleinburg TC     
19 Mark Paklepa   Club Rep   Lambton G & CC   
20 John Mowat   Club Rep   Lawrence Park TC   
21 Val Swail   Club Rep   Newmarket TC     
22 Frank Mancuso   Club Rep   O'Connor Hills TC   
23 Anne Madden   Club Rep   Parkway Valley TC  
     Proxy    Sir Winston Churchill TC  
24 Gary Bennett   Club Rep   Pine Point TC    
25 Sam Yang   Club Rep   Pleasantview TC    
26 Mark Foon   ICTA Executive   
27 Leon Drotenko   Club Rep   Richmond Hill LTC  
     Proxy    Thorncliffe Park TC 
28 Julie Yang   Club Rep   Seneca Hill TC     
29 Rocco Rinaldi   ICTA Guest 
30 Manny Libramonte  Club Rep   Stephen Leacock TC    
31 Anton Katz   ICTA Executive   
     Proxy    Leaside TC  
32 David Maples   Club Rep/ICTA Exec.  Toronto Cricket Club  
     Proxy    Halton Hills TC  
33 Alison Bittle Fair  ICTA Executive 
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 Name    Position   Club 

 
Proxy    Mississauga G & CC  

34 Nham Nguyen   Club Rep   Unionville TC     
35 Sandra Cimetta   Proxy     Valley TC  
36 Tertia Ferdinandusz  Proxy     Veneto TC     
37 Todd Orrett   ICTA Exec.   

Proxy    Whitby TC  
38 Marina Mihailovich  Club Rep/ICTA Exec.  Wishing Well TC    
39 Cristian Mendelovits  Proxy    York Weston TC   
  

 


